Dear EBE colleagues

The DAC met at lunchtime to discuss the options and develop various scenarios on how to respond as a faculty. Please read the VC desks as they come out. We will be communicating as much as we can about the faculty specific situation, but, as things are quite fluid, please expect changes in the proposed scenarios. We will do our best to keep you informed.

For now, the university is not closed. We have moved the vacation for undergraduate students a week early. The proposed date for the start of the next term is still to be confirmed, so, for now, we will have at least two weeks of vacation.

Online learning

We are working with a scenario that is based on the undergraduate students being on vacation for at least the next two weeks. This means no classes, tests, labs or submissions in the next two weeks.
We are working closely with CILT to develop online learning solutions which will be universally accessible to students. CILT will be asking staff to fill in an online form indicating details of the courses that need to be offered and what type of support staff would need for online learning. As soon as we have the link to the form, we will send it out.

Staff

HR are working on developing principles of who are essential workers who need to be on campus, and who can work remotely from home. In doing this, they are taking into consideration the risk to staff who travel on public transport, and the general health risk of getting to campus. HR is also working on ramping up the general hygiene and cleaning across the university. I am sure you will appreciate that these principles need to be developed at the Centre. I will let you know as soon as we have some clarity.

Undergraduates

I would like to confirm that for the next two weeks at least there will be no submissions, tests or lectures taking place for undergraduate students. We are working with a scenario for online learning to start as soon as the new term starts until at least the end of the second quarter.

Below are two email addresses for residence students who have difficulties with travelling home or extreme difficulty leaving the res system within the 72 hours.

1. Travel   travelassist@uct.ac.za 
2. Student accommodation    shrlcovid19@uct.ac.za 
 
Postgraduate

1. Accommodation
For those postgraduates who are in a residence and wish to continue staying on campus so they continue their research work, they need to email shrlcovid19@uct.ac.za so that they can be accommodated in a smaller residence.
2. Postgraduate Research
We have been advised to keep low student density in the labs. Your department will be able to advise you if you are a postgraduate student doing laboratory work.
We have also been advised to observe good hygiene in the labs and will be discussing a university wide response tomorrow.
i. Non-lab projects: supervisors should still be able to work with their students (those that can work remotely).
ii. Those in labs: students who are collecting long term data should be able to carry on – should they choose to. If they do not feel comfortable about coming onto campus, alternative arrangements will need to be made.
iii. Those in labs: students who are collecting short term data and who are in low density labs should be able to continue. Otherwise, you are encouraged to stop for a few weeks. Please seek advice from your department on this.

3. Teaching

i. Taught Masters programmes– will not happen face to face. Discussions are happening on how best teaching can continue remotely.

4. Off-campus field trips

Students and staff will need to determine if they feel they can continue with a field trip, taking into consideration the range of measures announced by the President.
 
This is the overview that we have developed for now. We are working to try and answer the many questions that we have received. We will communicate further as soon as there are new developments.

Kind regards
Alison
Professor Alison Lewis
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