Dear EBE Colleagues
 
After the President's announcement last night, and the VC Desk sent out this morning, we are all still coming to terms with what this means for us. Staff across the University are working hard to come up with plans around access for staff working remotely, vulnerable students who do not have internet access, and a long list of other concerns.
 
The VC Desk confirmed that all remaining students, (postgraduate, undergraduate and international), have to leave the residences. Loren Joseph (Loren.Joseph@uct.ac.za) and Fiona Erispe (Fiona.Erispe@uct.ac.za) from the International Office are working with Student Affairs to assist the international students. Student Affairs is working with the local students who are still on campus, to see how best to get them home.
 
Attached are two documents to assist staff working remotely.  'How to manage data usage when working remotely' from the Finance Office, and 'Provision of Data/Connectivity for Staff Working Remotely' from ICTS. Each department is engaging with their staff around their needs to enable them to work remotely.
 
I will be meeting through Microsoft Teams with the Dean's Advisory Committee to get feedback from all the departments on how they are managing and to be sure that our departments are able to support each other with the challenges!
 
Regarding students who do not have access to laptops or wifi, Mel Scheepers has collated all the information she has received from departments, and the report has been submitted to the centre this afternoon. UCT has undertaken to ensure that all students have access.
 
These are unprecedented times, but by working together and supporting one another, we will get through this crisis. Please reach out to one another, check in with your colleagues, families and friends.
 
Thank you to everyone for your incredible ongoing support, and for working so tirelessly to see how best we can serve our students.
 
Stay at home and stay safe.
 
Kind regards
Alison
Professor Alison Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment
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