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As week two of lockdown comes to an end, I am aware that staff urgently want clarity about what is going to happen in the next few weeks. 

Good news is that, at the Teaching Online Task Team (TOTT) meeting this morning, we approved a document that outlines our university- wide philosophy with respect to teaching and assessment. We also agreed on a calendar framework that structures our thinking around: 

· We are switching to “emergency remote teaching” ie not “online learning” 
· Our remote teaching will be asynchronous and designed for low bandwith and restricted access to the internet in order to include as many students as possible. 
· We will maintain the integrity of our courses and degrees, both for students as well as our accreditation; 
· Activities that cannot easily take place through remote teaching, like laboratories, fieldwork and “integrity assured assessment” will be planned for later in the year; 
· our ability to deliver on our plans whilst still being respectful of academic and PASS staff capacity, as well as our administrative systems, will guide our thinking. 

I have circulated the calendar framework which gives us the necessary flexibility for lab and practical work, as well as exams to HODs who will be engaging with their staff. Once we have the final feedback, a decision can be made, and we can move forward with more clarity.

I am so proud to see that many of our EBE staff have stepped up to assist with calls to offer EBE skills in the crisis. For example, John Coetzee, the principal technical officer in the School of Architecture, Planning & Geomatics, has been working on prototyping a protective shield for medical practitioners with the resources he has at home. He has enough filament for the 3D printer but is looking for a source for acetate or flexible plastic. If anyone has any contacts – please let John know on 084 775 8777 or email John.Coetzee@uct.ac.za. 

Also, Reuben Govender from the Department of Mechanical Engineering is collaborating with UCT Biomedical Engineering on developing a low cost non-invasive mechanical ventilator, based on a bag valve mask.

Lastly, the Vice-Chancellor has reiterated that, as a leading university, we need to take our space in thought leadership about the future, now and not later. She would like to know if there is any research taking place that focuses on any of the following
· Future trends in education
· University of the future
· The future of Africa

Or any other relevant research which would fit the criteria of future thought leadership. If you have anything to offer, or would like to start something new along these lines, please send information to Mary.hilton@uct.ac.za

Nazeema Ahmed, the faculty psychologist, has put together a Preparing for Online Learning document to help students plan for the weeks ahead. We have created an EBE COVID-19 web page where you can find all the documents and copies of From the Dean’s Desk. 

To everyone who is celebrating Easter this weekend, I wish you a very happy Easter. And to our Jewish colleagues, I wish you well over Passover. To everyone else, enjoy the long weekend. Don’t forget to reach out to colleagues, family and friends. We are all in this together.

Keep safe and healthy.
All the best
Alison
Professor Alison Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment.







