Dear EBE colleagues
I do hope that you were able to take a break and spend time with the family over the Easter weekend and that you are acclimatising to working from home. I know from this week, many parents have the additional burden of homeschooling, and I would like to ask line managers to be flexible during these challenging times.

Thank you to everyone who contributed and gave valuable feedback on the Proposal 4 calendar. After receiving feedback from the faculties, proposal calendar 4 was revised after the TOTT meeting on 9 April to include:

· a ‘prac block’ for each semester to do lab work, moots, community service etc. in September (or sooner).
· provision for vulnerable students to return to campus to do online work alongside tutorial support on campus in September (or sooner). This is an element from the tandem model. This has been agreed in principle with the Student Affairs Department, but the actual dates and logistics for the return of selected students still have to be developed, taking into account national directives and operational requirements.
· provision for 12 weeks on-campus teaching for the performing and creative arts (PACA) programmes as from September (or sooner).
· provision for master’s and PhD students to get access to labs in September, or sooner.
· invigilated exams for F courses where these are required by professional accreditation bodies.

The DVC Desk will be coming out shortly and will include the Proposal 5 calendar that was accepted at SEC this morning with a few minor changes. The calendar aims to accommodate the needs of the vulnerable students, as well as the academics who need to deliver their courses under challenging circumstances. It is based on:
 
1. students being able to cope with only 30 h per week learning in remote online mode; and 
2. students will be given the opportunity to adjust their credit load to avoid the risk of curriculum overload. The SEC has in the first instance amended the drop date for F course from 20 March 2020 to the second Friday after online teaching resumes. (If online orientation resumes on 20 April, this will be Friday 8 May.) 
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Take care and keep safe
All the best
Alison
Professor Alison Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment


