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17 April 2020
Dear EBE students
On Monday 20 April, the university orientation will begin. The university will shortly be sending out an email with a guide to the orientation programme, which will give you all the information on how the orientation week will work.
The orientation period aims to prepare students for the new ways of engaging with course material and to assist students in becoming familiar with an online delivery mode and how to negotiate your way around potentially unfamiliar tools and resources on your Vula course sites.
The first two days will be general orientation, and on Wednesday 22 April you will be directed to your course Vula sites where you will be able to familiarise yourself with the learning material to prepare for online learning which begins on 28 April 2020.
Please be assured that all EBE staff are working endlessly to ensure that we can continue the academic work and assist students as much as possible.  Please engage with your course conveners, class reps and tutors. We are aware that there will be students who will not be able to participate in the online learning space, and the university has made additional plans to accommodate these students.
The Vice-Chancellors of all universities are engaging with cell phone providers around zero-rating data. Plans are being finalised for the distribution of laptops to those who met the requirements from the student survey.
I refer you to the Guide to Online Learning which Nazeema Ahmed put together for you. Remember to be kind to yourselves. Take time out to reflect and slow down. Reach out to friends and family. 
I wish you all the best.
Keep safe and stay at home.

Kind regards
Professor Alison Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment
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Be Safe. Be Kind. Be Calm.
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IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS:

* NATIONAL CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE: 0800 029 999

* PROVINCIAL CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE: 0219284102

* WHATSAPP NUMBER: 0600 123 456 (Whatsapp "Hi" and follow the prompts)





