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20 April
Dear colleagues

The first day of orientation for remote learning has finally arrived. I don’t know about you, but I am relieved to get going finally. There is still a lot of work going on in the background, and tweaks and new information is continually being added to the undergraduate and postgraduate Vula sites. There is lots of engagement and online meetings happening to ensure we don’t leave anyone behind.
Today and tomorrow, the students are familiarising their way around the general university orientation Vula site to get a feel for what remote learning will entail. From Wednesday, the individual Vula course sites will be open for students to access before remote learning begins on Tuesday 28 April 2020. To coordinate all the student support activities across the faculty, A/Professor Sunetra Chowdhury, Deputy Dean for undergraduate studies, is setting up a Student Support Working group. The group will consist of our academic development lecturers, faculty psychologist, faculty admin staff and representatives from ASPECT.
I have seen messages staff have sent to students leading up to the start of orientation. Thank you for the empathy and care you have shown to them, and for the hours you have spent in preparing for remote learning. I know that many of us are feeling anxious and nervous about remote teaching. Please reach out to your colleagues to discuss your anxieties and fears. You will see that you are not alone. Together we can make this into a creative and innovative experience which will change the way we do things.
I wish you all the best over the next couple of weeks. 
Take care and keep safe.
Kind regards
Alison
Professor Alison Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment
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Be Safe. Be Kind. Be Calm.
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IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS:

* NATIONAL CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE: 0800 029 999

* PROVINCIAL CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE: 0219284102

* WHATSAPP NUMBER: 0600 123 456 (Whatsapp "Hi" and follow the prompts)





