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Dear EBE colleagues

Orientation week has come to an end and remote learning begins on Tuesday 28 April. Below are a few updates.

Dropping Courses

Presently the date for dropping courses is 8 May. We want to give students time to adjust to online learning and are proposing that we extend the date for dropping courses to 29 May. This proposal will be considered at the next Senate Executive Committee (SEC) meeting, as this is the body that needs to approve the date change. We will let you know as soon as there is an outcome.

Laptops

The university is busy delivering laptops to the students who indicated in the survey that they needed one.  They hope that all laptops will be delivered by the end of next week. We will need to offer flexibility to students who have, for example, not yet received laptops or are not ready to start with the term. We will need to accommodate these students as much as possible in courses.

Exam timetable

The Exams Office will be drawing up an online exam timetable for the period 29 June-10 July.

Pass/Fail Grades, GPA and Class Medals
· Course that will have a Pass/Fail grade will NOT count at all in calculating a student’s GPA.
· There are no class medals for courses where the grading basis is Pass/Fail
· The only courses that will have normal grades are exit level courses.
For example: third-year courses in a 3-year degree (Property Studies), fourth-year courses in a 4-year degree (BSc Eng), Honours courses and master's coursework courses.
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A big thank you to everyone who has worked so hard to get the orientation programme up and running. Special thanks to Dr Renee Smit, who is our representative on the university orientation group and has set up the Vula orientation sites for undergraduate and postgraduate students.


Good luck to everyone for the start of remote learning. This is new territory, so be kind to yourselves. It is an opportunity to be creative, and to embrace a new way of teaching and to engage with our students.


All the best
Alison
Professor Alison Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment
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Be Safe. Be Kind. Be Calm.
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IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS:

* NATIONAL CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE: 0800 029 999

* PROVINCIAL CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE: 0219284102

* WHATSAPP NUMBER: 0600 123 456 (Whatsapp "Hi" and follow the prompts)





