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Dear EBE colleagues
I do hope you were able to take a break over the long weekend and enjoyed being able to exercise outside of your homes (no surfing yet!).
I have received excellent feedback on EBE’s remote learning so far. It is amazing that so many staff members are using this opportunity to create new ways of learning and are being creative in how they are presenting their work. Personally, I have spent an inordinate amount of time putting my tiny contribution to the ChE 4069 course online so, to those of you who are responsible for more -– respect!

Students
Laptops and data
The delivery of laptops is continuing this week, and all laptops should be delivered by 8 May. All students should have received their free data. If they have not, they need to contact ICTS – icts-helpdesk@uct.ac.za

EBE Information 2020 Vula Site

Please encourage students to visit our fantastic EBE Information 2020 Vula site. It is a one stop shop landing page which summarises all the info that has gone out in other wordy communications. The site is for both undergraduate and postgraduate students. Thank you very much to Pierre Le Roux who is handling the >700 emails per day and compiling the FAQ section. He is answering the questions or referring them to the relevant people. 

International students

We are waiting for DVC Sue Harrison and IAPO to advise on communication to international students around access to laptops and data. ICTS are investigating ways to deliver laptops and data to international students and have found that there is a lot of red tape involved. We have asked that a communication from the university go out to all international students to inform them of the situation.

Fee rebate

We are aware that the issue of fee rebates for students who drop courses is urgent. This is a decision that needs to be approved by Council. We will update you once any decisions have been made.

Postgraduate
Students should be encouraged to request an extension on their studies, and an LOA should be the last resort. 
Thank you to our EBE Postgrad student council, who is hosting a series of interviews with students in the faculty to hear about their research and backgrounds. The interviews will happen live on @ebepgsc Instagram page every Friday at 5 pm. They will record the interviews and post them to their other social medial platforms.

Staff

Data allowance
HR109a form allows departments to authorise payments to staff who are eligible to receive a data allowance as per category 2 or 3 in the GEN006 policy. The allowance period is a maximum of 3 months with a maximum payment of R600 per month.

EBE COVID-19 webpage
Visit the EBE COVID-19 web page to find links to various documents like the WHO’s Stress Management Guide, as well as links to interesting articles on homeschooling.

I know that many staff are feeling overwhelmed about the situation we find ourselves in and are dealing with not only work issues but home issues too. Please remember to reach out. If you or a family member needs to talk to a counsellor, use the Independent Counselling & Advisory Services (ICAS) which provides access to counsellors.
Please call me *134* 905#
Email: uct@icas.co.za
Telephonic counselling – 080 111 3945

All the best
Kind regards
Alison
Professor Alison Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment
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Be Safe. Be Kind. Be Calm.
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IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS:

* NATIONAL CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE: 0800 029 999

* PROVINCIAL CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE: 0219284102

* WHATSAPP NUMBER: 0600 123 456 (Whatsapp "Hi" and follow the prompts)





