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Dear EBE postgraduate students
As the lockdown in the country continues, I know that many of you are very anxious about how you will continue with your research work when you do not have access to the labs, as well as huge uncertainty about what the future holds. I would like to encourage you to keep in contact with your supervisors in order to update them on progress and to explore ways in which your work can be reprioritised to maximise productivity under the current circumstances. 

Online learning guide
Nazeema Ahmed, the faculty psychologist, has put together on Online Learning Guide, which gives you strategies that could assist you in achieving a balanced, proactive way of working at home.

FAQ
There are various FAQs that have been developed to assist postgrad students. The EBE Information 2020 Vula site has a FAQ section which EBE staff are responding to. Please direct your questions to that site.

DATA
We are aware that some of you already have adequate internet access at home to study effectively. If you have sufficient internet access, please consider opting out of receiving a data bundle so that UCT can focus on helping students in need.
To opt-out, please follow the link below, navigate to the Biographic tab and select “No” under the “Mobile Data required” section.

Assist another student and UCT by opting out of receiving a data bundle you do not need.

Return to campus
The University has set up a Health Advisory Working Group who are working on UCT’s ‘Return to Work’ Policy Framework and Implementation Plan. There will be a phased return to work approach using an internal risk-adjusted matrix. Postgraduate students needing access to labs to continue their research will be considered among the priority group to return. 

Funding
I acknowledge that there is great anxiety around funding, and what will happen if you need to continue your work into next year. The Postgraduate Task Team, under the leadership of DVC Sue Harrison, is looking at all the options and the financial implications for postgraduate students. We will report back as soon as we have any information.

Fee Rebates
The deadlines for 50% and 25% fee rebates will be extended by eight weeks. The exact dates will be announced via the Registrar’s Office.
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Postgraduate admin 
If you have any unresolved PG admin issues please contact Khanyisa Tivaringe  (Khanyisa.Tivaringe@uct.ac.za) the Postgraduate Admin Manager in the Faculty Office.


EBE Postgraduate Student Council
We encourage you to engage with your EBE postgraduate student council and support the initiatives they are planning. On Friday evening at 5, they are hosting Research chats via Instagram.

The contact details for the council members can be found here.

Mental Health care
Nazeema Ahmed, the Faculty psychologist, is going to set up an MS Teams Postgrad check-in where postgrad students can get to chat with other postgrads and voice their concerns, say what is working for them and what is not under the guidance of Nazeema. A link will be sent out to all EBE postgrads.

If you would like to schedule an appointment with an EBE psychologist, please email nazeema.ahmed@uct.ac.za Include in your email the department the best times of the day that you have internet connectivity. An appointment will then be set up for online consultations.

You can call the South African Depression and Anxiety Group 0800 171 171 (toll-free from a Telkom line 24 hours a day) or send an SMS to 31393 to request a callback or email office@anxiety.org.za for a counsellor to call you back. The SADAG website has useful information about how to cope with the daily stresses of working during the national lockdown. You can also visit the SADAG Facebook page to access the Daily Expert Q&A from 13:00 to 14:00.

These are extraordinary times. I want to encourage you to reach out and engage with the EBE postgrad student council, family, friends and colleagues. We are all in this together. 

All the best
Professor Alison Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment
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Be Safe. Be Kind. Be Calm.
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IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS:

* NATIONAL CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE: 0800 029 999

* PROVINCIAL CORONAVIRUS HOTLINE: 0219284102

* WHATSAPP NUMBER: 0600 123 456 (Whatsapp "Hi" and follow the prompts)





image1.jpg
';’- From the

DEAN'S DESK





