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Dear colleagues
[bookmark: _GoBack]After the President’s announcement that we will be going to level 3 from 1 June, and the statement from the Minister of Higher Education, that universities will open in phases, I know many of you are anxious about how the return to campus will work.
Returning to campus
As you can imagine, there is still a lot of discussion happening around who is needed to return in the first phase. I can confirm that no-one will be returning to campus from 1 June, as it will take the university at least 2-3 weeks to prepare the campus for staff and students return.
The overarching guiding principle is that we need to minimise the number of people on campus. We are still in a very high-risk phase of the virus and will be for some while. Only staff who cannot do their work from home because they need access to facilities and are unable to continue working remotely will be considered for the first phase return. The majority of the staff will continue to work from home for some time to come. Departments will be engaging with their staff and will put together a return-to-work plan, which will be collated by the Faculty Executive. We will need to adhere to the Minister’s announcement that a maximum of a third of the staff will be able to return. The message is – if you can work from home, then you will continue to do so. 
Departments are busy drawing up lists of final-year undergraduate students who need access to labs to complete their degree.
The return of postgraduate students to campus is being discussed at the Postgraduate Online Task Team meeting, and we are waiting for feedback.
Vac Work
At the DAC meeting, we are looking at options of how final year students will be able to complete their vac work while most of the usual vac work placements are closed. As soon as we have a plan, we will communicate with staff and students.
Council Meeting
On Friday 29 May a council meeting will be held, and we should then get some answers to many of the questions we have been asked. For example, fee rebates, extended deadlines, if NBTS are to be suspended etc.
Online teaching
 I encourage staff to use the services of CILT to assist with your online courses. They can give you advice on what is working and what is not, and how you can improve your online course.
 
If you have students who are still not coping with online learning, please refer them back to the Orientation Vula site, which gives them guidance on how to keep up with their studies.
Data bundles for students
ICTS have sent students several emails and SMS’s to let them know when and how to get data bundles. They need to ensure that their cell phone numbers are correct on PeopleSoft.  They can find all the information on the ICTS website. Students have received data bundles for June this past weekend, and the next round of data will  be allocated on 22 June 2020.
 
Take care and keep safe.
Kind regards
Alison
Professor Alison Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment
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