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I am impressed with all the feedback we are getting from students. I want to thank you all for the effort you are putting into online learning. It is new to all of us, so we are learning together as we go along. I encourage you to engage with your lecturers, ask questions and give constructive feedback. That is the only way we are going to improve things and succeed. 
 
After the President’s announcement that we will be going to level 3 from 1 June, and the statement from the Minister of Higher Education, that universities will open in phases, I know many of you are anxious about how the return to campus will work.
 
Returning to campus
 
The university needs time to prepare the campus to ensure we meet all the health and safety regulations stipulated by government before anyone can return. I can confirm that no-one will be returning to campus from 1 June. It will take the university at least 3-4 weeks to prepare the campus, and we estimate that the earliest will be 1 July 2020.
 
The overarching guiding principle is that we need to minimise the number of people on campus. We are still in a very high-risk phase of the virus, and it will be with us for some while. 
 
We will need to adhere to the Minister’s announcement that the first phase of students returning to campus will include final-year undergraduate students who need access to facilities on campus to complete their degree. Each department is busy drawing up lists of final-year undergraduate students who will need access to labs to complete their degree.
 
All other undergraduate students will continue with online learning.
 
Vac Work
 
We are looking at options of how final year students will be able to complete their vac work while most of the usual vac work placements are closed. As soon as we have a plan, we will communicate with students.
 
Online learning
 
If you are still struggling with online learning, I encourage you to visit the Orientation Vula site, which gives you guidance on how to keep up with their studies.
 
Data bundles for students
 
You would have received an email and SMS from ICTS to let you know when and how to get data bundles. Please make sure that your cell phone number is correct on PeopleSoft. You can find all the information on the ICTS website. Students have received data bundles for June this past weekend, and the next round of data will be allocated on 22 June 2020. If you opted to receive data but now find that you do need some, follow the instructions on the ICTS website.
 
Wishing you all the best as we continue on this journey together.


Kind regards
Professor Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment
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