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Dear colleagues

As teaching comes to an end on Friday, I want to thank staff for all that you have done to make online teaching possible. I know it has taken a toll on many of you as you have had to adapt to the new way of teaching, while working from home, and many of you homeschooling your children. 
 
I am incredibly grateful to have such a supportive and active Dean’s Advisory Committee who have helped steer us through the past couple of months. The hard work and dedication of the HODs have been remarkable. 
 
You should all be extremely proud of what we have achieved. We have:
 
· transitioned almost instantaneously to fully online teaching,
· developed materials, 
· used Vula in new ways, 
· arranged software licences for off-campus use, 
· got UCT to formulate a real calendar and not think in the abstract; 
· got ECSA and the accrediting bodies on board;
· incorporated and trained tutors in new ways, 
· navigated the PASS/FAIL debate, 
· developed creative ways of working and meeting, 
· learnt how to use Zoom and MSTeams, 
· collected information that resides in multiple different places; 
· done this all while working from home in new and challenging circumstances 
 
Without your support to your HOD, this would not be possible. Thank you to each one of you for the role you have played in ensuring that we completed term 2.  
 
If you are finding it hard to cope – please reach out and find the help you need.
 
ICAS Virtual Sessions are available:

Staff can access the onsite clinic asking to be ‘seen’ at the onsite clinic, and the service can be accessed by calling the:

1. Telephonic counselling: Toll-free number: 080 111 3945
2. The all-new ICAS On-the-Go app lets you chat live with an ICAS counsellor & gives you & your family access to 24/7/365 EWP info on your health & wellness needs. – UNI003
3. Please call me: *134*905#
4. E-mail – uct@icas.co.za
 
Over the vac, take time to relax, recharge and unplug.

Kind regards
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Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment
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