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Preparations are well underway to return staff and postgrad students to laboratories, as part of phase 2 of UCT’s phased return to campus.  

Phase 2 is intended to restart laboratory-based research across campus and UCT envisaged to have 1,000 staff and postgrad students on campus from 1st July.  However, due to the finalisation of important health and safety protocols within EBE and the University, the return has been delayed. 

We are hoping these will be resolved shortly and that staff and postgrads will be able to return within the next couple of weeks.

The overarching principles used to approve requests to return are:

· UCT would like as few as people as possible to return in phase 2. 
· Staff or postgrad students who are involved in the following categories of laboratory-based research were approved: 
· critical research, 
· research with deliverables to external entities, 
· time-sensitive experiments, 
· technical or other support to researchers, 
· supervision of research and postdoctoral research.  

Other staff and postgrad students will be considered to return to campus in subsequent phases of UCT’s phased return.
