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15 July 2020 

Dear EBE students
 
Well done on completing semester one! I know it has not been easy, and it is not what you signed up for, but we are doing the best we can to ensure that you can continue with your studies under the circumstances. We have learnt lessons from the first semester and the departments are all busy planning for the second semester, which for almost all students will remain in online mode.

In answer to some of your questions: 

Hours of study per week 
We are aware that some students have struggled with the workload in the first semester. To help you with your planning for the second semester, we suggest that:

· You use your semester one experience to estimate how much time you have spent on your studies (on average per week) and compare this to the average EBE workload under normal circumstances, which is around 40-50 hours per week.
· If you are only able to work the University's suggested 30 hours per week on your studies (based on your home environment), you will need to discuss with your academic advisor the options that you have to reduce your credit load. 

To give some context: Although the University has given a studying guideline of 30 hour per week, it is important to note that all the degrees offered in the EBE Faculty are professional programmes accredited by various Statutory Councils. These accrediting bodies require that we develop in our graduates a specific set of graduate competencies, which includes specific knowledge and skills. Therefore, it has not always been possible for us to remove sufficient content in order to meet the 30-hour guideline. 

A normal semester has 60 teaching days. The second semester for EBE will have 69 days. Therefore, we only have 15% more time than the normal semester. While this should assist in helping us to finish the academic year within a reasonable time even under the COVID19 pandemic, if you are unable to work more than 30h per week, we strongly advise you to consult with your academic advisor about your way forward
  


[bookmark: _GoBack]OS mark for first semester courses
If you were unable to complete your coursework within the prescribed time, and have been identified by your department, you will be marked OS (outcome suspended) for a first-semester course (F). This will allow you to continue with your academic work in the second semester, even if the F course is a prerequisite for the second semester (S) course. The waiving of a prerequisite is made at the discretion of the HOD. They will consider the nature and extent of the outstanding work in the required course and how this might impact success in the second-semester course. 

Unable to take or complete an exam

If you failed to take or complete an exam in the first semester due to reasons beyond your control (e.g. connectivity problems, home circumstances), you must inform your course convener/academic advisor who will discuss the options with you. The follow-up exam will be seen as your first sitting, so you will still be eligible for a supplementary exam if needed.

Deferred Exams
The normal procedure for Deferred Exams still applies. Deferred exams are only considered on medical and compassionate grounds. Students will need to complete the ACA44 Deferred Exam Application and submit it on PeopleSoft.
 
I want to assure you that we are doing everything we can to ensure that you make as much academic progress this year in the face of this international crisis.

Remember:
1. If you did not complete your coursework or missed an exam for EBE courses you must inform your course convener immediately, if you have not done so already to discuss options.
2. The EBE Examinations Committee will approve extensions and/or delayed examinations.
3. You will be informed if there are new dates by your course convener(s) but remember the sooner you complete the more time you will have to focus on your second semester workload.
4. For help and guidance contact Gita.Valodia@uct.ac.za 

Take care and keep safe
Kind regards
Professor Alison Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment
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