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Dear colleagues
As we get ready to continue online for the second semester, I know that many of you have been unable to take a break over the short vac and may be feeling overwhelmed with the prospect of a long semester ahead. Please know that all the extra time that you have put in over the last few months is so appreciated by the faculty and, most importantly, by our students. Please look after yourselves as much as is possible and remember that you have access to services that are offered through ICAS (Toll free number: 080 111 3945). Counselling can really help with stressors (work or personal) that might impact your overall well-being.

Return to campus

The first group of researchers and postgraduate students have returned to campus. The process took a while but we hope that, with lessons learnt from this phase, the process will become more streamlined and quicker. We are already working on streamlining the systems in the faculty. 

Architecture students will fall under the Performing and Creative Arts and a list of students who need to get back onto campus to access to complete their year has been sent to DVC Feris who is coordinating the return of students to campus, together with the Department of Student Affairs.

For the last quarter, it has been agreed that we can potentially bring our final year students back who need access to laboratories or facilities on campus to complete their final-year projects.  For international students, we will need to wait for Government to open the borders. For final year students who need residence places, we are working on a plan, but don’t have any finality about these students yet. 

Much of what we want to do is confounded by the progress of the pandemic, and of course we have to abide by the government regulations.

Timetable for 2nd semester

On 27 July, DVC Lange sent an email to students on guidelines for completing the 2020 academic year. In the email, she indicated that in EBE, we are managing our calendar for the 2nd semester in a slightly different manner to other faculties due to our specific requirements. We want to ensure that we can complete the academic year. Below is the revised EBE timetable.
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	Time period
	Duration
(weeks)
	Working Days
	UCT
(incl. service courses)
	EBE

	3 August to 18 September
	7
	34
	Q3
	Q3

	21-25 September
	1
	5
	Mid-semester break
	Mid-semester break

	28 September to 2 October
	1
	5
	
	Q4

	5 October to 13 November
	6
	30
	Q4
	

	16-18 November
	0.6
	3
	
	Breather/Consolidation


	19-20 November
	0.4
	2
	 Consolidation
	

	20 November to 11 December

23 November to 9 December
	3.2

2.6
	16

13
	

Semester 2 Exams
	Semester 2 Exams




	10-22 December
14 – 22 December
	1.6
1.2
	8
6
	*Semester 1 Exams

	
*Semester 1 Exams




* The Semester 1 Exams are for students who were unable to complete the exam in June. They will be held in December, or arrangement by the course convener.


Take care and keep safe
Kind regards
Professor Alison Lewis
Dean: Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment
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