
CHANGE THE CITY!
WHAT ARE YOU DOING NEXT YEAR?

A combined Bachelor of City Planning Honours Degree + the 
Masters in City and Regional Planning Degree from the University 
of Cape Town gives local + international professional accreditation

ENTRY FROM ANY UNDERGRADUATE DISCIPLINE

Masters graduates are recognised for purposes of professional 
accreditation by the South African Council of Planners and have 
full accreditation from the Royal Town Planning Institute (UK)
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WHAT KIND OF CAREERS ARE OPEN TO CITY AND REGIONAL PLANNERS?

City and regional planners are employed by municipal, provincial and national 
governments, by private-sector planning and architectural firms, by NGOs, and 
by property development companies. Some planners also work for the UN, the 
AU, EU or the World Bank. In all of these institutions and companies they take 
on a wide variety of roles, including, for example: Developing spatial plans; 
advising on aspects of urban growth, sustainable development, climate change 
and human settlements; developing transport and environmental strategies; and 
considering how to support formal or informal economic activities.  

Planners work in teams with other built environment professionals: Architects; 
urban designers; engineers; environmentalists and more. They are required to 
undertake research and analysis of various urban and regional issues and to 
consider interventions that guide development into a long-term future. 

APPLICATION + ADMISSIONS

For entry into the Honours Programme the requirement are: A University 
Bachelors degree in any subject; an Honours Programme BTech degree in any 
subsect; and average above 65%. Particularly relevant fields of undergraduate 
study include: Geography and the environmental sciences, economics, law, civil 
engineering,  social anthropology, architectural studies. Entry into the Masters 
programme requires successful graduation from the Honours programme. 

For further information about the degrees, and for application forms, please 
contact: 
The Programme Administrator: Ms Naomi Gihwala
School of Architecture, Planning & Geomatics 
University of Cape Town, Private Bag, Rondebosch, 7701 
Tel: (021) 650 2081; email: Naomi.Gihwala@uct.ac.za

Website: 
http://www.ebe.uct.ac.za/ebe/study/architecture-planning-and-geomatics
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The combined Bachelor of City Planning Honours Degree and the Masters in 
City and Regional Planning Degree has a focus on spatial planning at the local, 
city-wide and regional scales as well as on the natural environment. These areas 
of focus respond to the key issues of the South African urban context, where cities 
still bear the strong spatial imprint of apartheid and its implications for social 
and economic inequalities, and where rapid urbanisation in a globally unique 
environmental region, demands that planners are highly competent in both these 
areas of concern.

BACHELOR OF CITY PLANNING HONOURS DEGREE: COURSES
Semester 1:
The four lecture-based courses in the first semester introduce concepts related to 
the nature of planning as a theoretical discipline and social practice (APG4020F: 
Planning Theory & Practice), urban infrastructure as socio-technical elements of 
cities (APG4021F: Urban Infrastructure), the evolution of urbanism and urban 
design (APG4028F: Aspects of City Design), and natural systems as interconnected 
components of the biophysical environment (APG4029F: Natural Systems). 
 
Semester 2:
The three lecture-based courses in the second semester focus on formal and 
informal economic processes of urban development (APG4023S: Urban Economic 
Development Processes), the nature of the governmental systems and policy 
processes which frame planning activity (APG4024S: Planning & Governmental 
Systems), and the purpose and scope of planning law (APG4025S: Regulatory & 
Legal Framework). Planning Techniques 2 (APG4038S) introduces quantitative and 
qualitative research methods. 
       
Our project-based, or studio-based, courses (APG4022F: Planning Project A + 
APG4026S: Planning Project B) run throughout the year. The purpose of these 
courses is to learn how to apply theoretical knowledge to different types of 
planning projects with different stakeholders and at different scales (from the 
neighbourhood and urban design scale to the metropolitan scale). Studio projects 
are facilitated in conjunction with Planning Techniques courses that expose you to 
mapping, spatial interpretation and graphical representation techniques, as well 
as GIS, computing and data analysis techniques.

Successful completion of the Honours Degree gives access to the Masters 
Degree.

MASTERS IN CITY AND REGIONAL PLANNING: COURSES
Semester 1:
The two courses introduce the field of regional planning, including ideas and 
theories of regional development and the management of regional landscapes 
(APG5023F: Regional Planning Theory), and an opportunity to explore the issues 
involved in spatial planning across these spheres at a regional scale (APG5020F: 
Regional Planning Project).
 
Semester 2:
This involves a dissertation on a planning-related topic (APG5051Z: MCRP 
Dissertation). The last course during this semester (APG 5024S: Planning Techniques 
3) is undertaken on an intensive basis over a week and exposes students to a 
range of environmental assessment and management techniques.
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